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USRA Was Founded in 1969
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“I would like to propose that the Academy take
initiative in convening the representatives of a
number of appropriate universities to discuss
the formation of such a consortium.”
James E. Webb, NASA Administrator, 1961 – 1968 
In his 1965 letter to Frederick Seitz, 
President of the National Academy of Sciences
“To constitute an entity by means of 
which universities and other research 
organizations may cooperate with one 
another, with the governments of the 
United States and other nations, and with 
other organizations toward the 
development and application of space-
related science, technology, and 
engineering.”
From the USRA Articles of Incorporation 
3USRA Is Driven by Its Mission and Values
OUR MISSION
 Advance the space- and aeronautics-related sciences and exploration 
through innovative research, technology, and education programs;
 Promote space and aeronautics policy; and
 Develop and operate premier facilities and programs by involving 
universities, governments, and the private sector for the benefit of humanity.
OUR VALUES
 Passion—for science, technology, and education.
 Partnerships—with universities, governments, and the private sector.
 Professionalism—through excellence, accountability, and respect for others.
4Today, USRA’s Core Competencies Span a Broad Range 
of Space- and Aeronautics-Related Disciplines
What We Do:
 Astronomy and Astrophysics
 Planetary Science
 Earth Sciences
 Space Life Sciences
 Materials Science
 Fluid Physics
 Space Nuclear Power and Propulsion
 Computational Sciences
 Advanced Technology Development
 Facility Management and Operation
 Education and STEM Workforce Development
5…From California to Puerto Rico
6
7
8http://globaia.org/portfolio/diagrams-and-graphics/
9https://astrobiology.nasa.gov
10
11
12
13

15
Paulino-Lima et al. (2016) J. Photochem. Photobiol. B, 163-, 327-336.
16
17
Hegde et al. (2015) PNAS, 112(13), 3886-3891.
18
Cyprien et al. Int. J. Astrobiology (2016)
19
Cre ated by Joh n Cum
bers , University of Santa Cru z working w ith collabo rators at Am es. 
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